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Easel Does It
Mark Rothko’s 1970 Untitled 
(Black on Grey) sits on an easel 
in the foyer (this page), behind 
a Saarinen table and a vintage 
marble bust. A gallery wall 
in the living room (opposite) 
features a rotating selection 
of photographs from Teo’s 
collection and a Taccia lamp 
by Achille and Pier Giacomo 
Castiglioni. The live-edge walnut 
cocktail table sits between 
vintage Le Corbusier chairs 
and a Chesterfield sofa from 
Restoration Hardware. See 
Resources.

A creative director gives his own 
apartment near Gramercy Park an aesthetic 
overhaul, with stunning results
BY RIMA SUQI  
PHOTOGRAPHS BY PETER MURDOCK

TEO TIMETEO TIME
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M arcus Teo’s apartment near 
Gramercy Park is more 
than just a place to hang 

his hat: It’s a repository of furniture and objects that 
coalesce into a visual biography of its owner. And 
what a story it is. Teo, a former men’s fashion direc-
tor for W who was most recently the creative direc-
tor at Georg Jensen, was born in Malaysia and spent 
his formative years in Kuala Lumpur, Singapore, 
and London before moving to New York in the late 
1980s to study film and journalism at NYU. While 
some people land in the Big Apple determined to 
vanquish all elements of the past, he has always 
embraced his personal history and experiences. “I 
got a design education by default,” he says, “from the 
post-Colonial tropics and Peranakan, the synthesis 
of Malay and Chinese culture, to ’80s Bauhaus 
London and ’90s surf culture aesthetics. Remnants 
from all are in my apartment today.” 

Prior to buying the place, which he shares with 
his boyfriend, Seth Johnson, a chef and farmer, 
Teo had been living solo in a 550-square-foot one-
bedroom in the East Village. He had often thought 
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of moving to a bigger apartment one day, and was surprised to see that 
when he finally did, space was still an issue. “I had crammed a lot into 
my previous place,” he says, “and every inch of this one is used fully.” 

Located in a nondescript building, the 900-square-foot pad pos-
sessed two things Teo had been craving: great light, thanks to southern 
and western exposures, and views of both Gramercy Park and (at least 
when he moved in) the iconic gold-capped MetLife towers overlook-
ing Madison Square Park. But the rest, he admits, was “cookie-cutter”: 
a closed-in galley-style kitchen, an open living/dining area with an 
adjacent room that previous tenants had used as their children’s bed-
room, and a master bedroom that, at 17 by 11 feet, almost seemed too 
large, given what he had been accustomed to in the East Village. 

Teo spent just two months on the renovation, managing every 
detail himself, including the creation of a fashionista’s dream—an 
ultra-organized walk-in closet, carved from the large master bedroom 
that suddenly seems not so large anymore—as well as gut renovations 
of the bathroom and kitchen. The latter yielded especially dramatic 
results. “I wanted a monolith for the kitchen—just one big chunk of 
marble,” he says. “Aesthetically, it was the only thing I really wanted to 
do.” The rest involved a simple cleanup: a little paint, and giving the 
smaller second bedroom new life as a library that Teo, who now runs 
his own business as a creative consultant, also uses as an office.

TEO SAYS HE HAD A  
“PALIMPSEST” VISION 
FOR THE APARTMENT
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Artful Tableaux
Seating around the 
vintage farm table 
in the dining area 
ranges from Hans 
Wegner Wishbone 
armchairs to 
Fledermaus chairs 
by Josef Hoffmann 
(near right). A black 
lacquer Brick screen 
by Eileen Gray 
separates the space 
from the foyer; the 
wool tapestry is 
Belgian. Pictured 
in his library and 
office (far right), 
Teo stands among 
assorted taxidermy 
and a photograph 
of Linda Evangelista 
from Vogue. See 
Resources.



Flooded With 
Memories
In the library and 
office (this page and 
opposite top right), an 
Eileen Gray side table 
is positioned next to 
a linen-upholstered 
Restoration Hardware 
daybed; the 1984 
Rorschach print is 
by Andy Warhol. 
The kitchen (opposite 
top left) features 
a Carrara marble 
island, a Moen faucet, 
Fornasetti plates, 
and vintage plates 
hand-painted by Jean 
Cocteau. Furnishings 
in the master 
bedroom (opposite 
bottom left and right) 
include a zebrawood 
bed frame, a Michael 
Aram Skeleton chair, 
and a vintage walnut 
credenza from ABC 
Carpet & Home. See 
Resources.
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The decor is a mash-up of styles ranging from French (a daybed) to 
clubby British Colonial (assorted taxidermy, plus a leather rhinoceros 
footstool from Omersa in London) to modern (an Eileen Gray side 
table). Teo, who jokingly describes himself as a “magpie with a passport,” 
is particularly fond of an Eileen Gray lacquer screen and Safari chairs by 
Le Corbusier, as well as an Art Nouveau snake-motif torchère. A replica 
of an Edgar Brandt design, the latter is a nod to a onetime employer and 
mentor, fashion retailer Joseph Ettedgui, who had an original. 

Teo arranged and rearranged the apartment’s various tableaux until 
they matched his “palimpsest” vision, which isn’t to say that he no lon-
ger entertains the idea of clearing the deck and starting anew. “Every 
so often, I think ‘clean slate,’” he says, “but the old keeps popping right 
through. There’s no running away from my past.” ✹
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